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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Dear Members of STTIñBeta Beta Houston,  

 

Our Chapter has so very much for which to be proud. Look at your 

peers, colleagues, and nursing friends at Beta Beta - Houston, they are 

truly outstanding. This edition of BBH News will spotlight a few of the 

many accomplishments. Take a photojournalists review of the record 

number of members who delivered oral and poster presentations at the 

18th International Nursing Research Congress on Evidence-Based Practice 

in Vienna, Austria during the summer. One of the scholarly activities 

that helped our Chapter capture another Key Award!  

 

Congratulations to Beta Beta ð Houston members for your professional 

leadership, scholarship, teaching and practice in your facilities and 

universities. Your community involvement has been extraordinary and 

far reaching. Together we have achieved another Key Award! This is 

Beta Beta- Houstonõs 4th Key Award and a splendid statement to the 

level of excellence attained by our membership.  This award would not 

however been possible without the direction, guidance, and persistence 

of Past-President and Key Award Committee Chair Cynthia Hall. She and 

her team worked diligently to gather and document our organizations 

activities and accolades. They developed a large binder of proof to 

substantiate each point giving criteria. We appreciate the many hours 

spent tracking down the data, organizing and writing a successful appli-

cation. Thank you Cynthia, thank you Committee.  

The Key Award was proudly accepted by Pam Willson and Sandy Cesario 

at the 39 th Biennial Convention Awards Ceremony in Baltimore. The Key 

Award is now displayed on our Sigma Theta Tau International Banner 

and gleaming with pride!  

Beta Beta ð Houston has had International Nursing initiatives on their 

radar screen for several years. These cutting edge strategies make our 

Chaptersõ participation in Sigma Theta Tau Internationalõs Vision 2020 a 

natural next step.  

  

Pam Willson, PhD, RN, FNP, BC 

 

President, Beta Beta ð Houston 
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A Mission to Serve, Support 

and Improve:  

Sigma Theta Tau International, 

Honor Society of Nursing 

provides leadership and scholar-

ship in nursing practice,  

education and research to en-

hance the health of all people.  

We support the learning and 

professional development  

of our members, who strive to 

improve nursing care worldwide.  

A Vision to Lead:  

To create a global community of 

nurses who lead  

in using scholarship, knowledge 

and technology  

Your Help is Needed  

The Beta Beta Chapter- Houston 
is planning an Induction Cere-
mony on April 25, 2008.  The 
Counselors need your help in 
planning and coordinating this 
event. We need volunteers to 
plan the event and can come 
early to set -up the reception, 
organize the inductees, and 
make sure that all the details 
are handled. Thank you in ad-
vance for volunteering.  If you 
are interested, please contact 
Dr. Charlotte Stephenson, Senior 

Counselor through e-mail  

      cstephenson@twu.edu. 

Texas Womanõs UniversityñInstitute of Health Sciences, Houston Campus  
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The STTI Beta Beta 

Chapter Key Award 

was presented to 

Pam Willson, Beta 

Beta chapter presi-

dent and Sandra 

Cesario, immediate 

past president, at 

the biennial conven-

tion in Baltimore in 

November 2007.   

Adeline Chu, 

TWU PhD student 

and STT Beta 

Beta Houston 

member was 

selected to par-

ticipate in the 

Rising Stars of 

Scholarship and 

Research Pro-

gram at Sigma 

Theta Tau Inter-

nationalõs Bien-

nial Convention 

More Baltimore 

convention     

pictures 

* We are pleased to announce the availability of Sigma Theta Tau International, Beta Beta 

Chapter Research Grants for 2008.    

These research awards are intended to facilitate independent and team nursing scholarly activities.  All 

applicants must be members of Beta Beta Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau International or accepted for member-

ship in Spring 2008.  Any member may apply for these grants and must describe the proposed research ac-

tivity that demonstrates either an (1) independent OR (2) a team research proposal.   

*To obtain an application packet send email request to Jane Anderson at Jane.Anderson@va.gov  

Applications with all supporting documents  must be received no later than 

March 25, 2008.  Award winners will be announced at the Sigma Theta 

Tau International, Beta Beta Chapter Induction and Awards Ceremony on  

April 25, 2008.  

 



 3 

 

Highlights from the 39 th Biennial Convention  Ο-  November 2007   -    Submitted by Pam Willson  

More than 2,000 nurses from around the world met in Baltimore, Maryland to participate in the honor societyõs 
39th biennial convention, which was themed Vision to Action: Global Health Through Collaboration .  Over the 
next several days, nurses from 33 countries  gave 850 original presentations describing research and projects 
designed to improve worldwide health care by advancing nursing science, practice, education, administration 

and policy development.  

I attended Saturdayõs Nursing Knowledge & Technology Pre -Conference . The focus of this half -day program 
was to help nurses in practice, administration and education understand and advance the use of all forms of 
health information technology. Sessions addressed current and emerging technologies, challenges associated 

with acquiring and implementing technology, application of devices for care and simulation learning.  

Opening Plenary Keynote Address  

 

Chapter AwardsΟOn Tuesday, chapter success and excellence was honored at the Chapter Awards Event. At this event, 

chapters that made contributions to the honor society's future and created outstanding newsletters, archives and research pro-

grams were acknowledged and celebrated. Awards included The Chapter Communications Award, the Presidential Commen-

dation Award and many more. 

Vision 2020 ForumsΟThe honor society's leadership has outlined a 13-year strategic plan entitled Vision 2020 that supports 

the organization's mission of creating a global community of nurses to improve health. I attended one of the several sessions 

held during the convention to education attendees on how this plan will affect the honor society's future. 

Election Result  The 2007-2009 election results for the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International are below.  

President-elect Karen Morin  Vice President Gwen Sherwood 

Secretary  Beverly Reigle  Treasurer  Richard Ricciardi 

At-large Director, Board of Directors :  Hester Klopper - Karen Pehrson - Beth Baldwin Tigges  

Governance Committee:  Pamela Autrey - Suzanne Beltz - Linda Cooper  -  Geralyn Frandsen  -  Amy McClun   Carole Anne 

Pepa  -  Bonnie Lynn Wright   

Leadership Succession Committee: Robin Bartlett - Gerene Bauldoff - Mansour Jumaa - Carol Picard - Larry Plant - Nancy 

Sharts-Hopko-Jin Shih 

Regional Chapters Coordinating Committee Chair:  Jane Allen (Beta Beta ï Dallas) 

Region 6 CoordinatorðCheryl Rowder (Beta Beta ï Dallas)  

Chapter AwardsΟOn Tuesday, chapter success and excellence was honored at the Chapter Awards Event. At this event, 

chapters that have made contributions to the honor society's future and that have created outstanding newsletters, archives and 

research programs were acknowledged and celebrated. Awards included The Chapter Communications Award, the Presiden-

tial Commendation Award and many more. 

Vision 2020 ForumsΟ The honor society's leadership has outlined a 13-year strategic plan entitled Vision 2020 that supports 

the organization's mission of creating a global community of nurses to improve health. I attended one of the several sessions 

held during the convention to education attendees on how this plan will affect the honor society's future. 

On Wednesday, the honor society's House of Delegates met to elect members of the board of directors and other standing 

committees, vote on the approval of petitioning honor societies for chapter chartering and vote on proposed bylaws amend-

ments. 

                                

The opening plenary session featured Anne Ryder, award-winning 
TV anchor and columnist. Ryder shared moments from her 1997 
interview with Mother Teresa ñthe only interview Mother Teresa 
had granted to an American reporter in more than a decade and, 
ultimately, the last one she gave prior to her death. Ryder shared 
her phenomenal experience and disclosed the principles Mother 
Teresa abided by to serve the poor without becoming personally 
overwhelmed: the power of silence, using active gratitude and 

turning difficult situations into positive outcomes.  


